
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader McCarthy, 

and Minority Leader Schumer,

We are at a pivotal moment in our nation’s history. We began the year committed to protecting 

human civilization and beating the ten-year clock counting down to massive, irreparable 

climate disruption. Three months in, an unimaginable public health emergency of COVID-19 

has been accompanied by a profound economic crisis and a national reckoning with racial 

inequity faced by communities of color. These communities have long suffered 

disproportionately from air pollution and other toxic exposure and are now getting hit 

hardest by the health and economic impacts of this pandemic. As mayors and local leaders, 

we stand on the front lines of this moment – and we are determined to meet it with 

strength, resilience, resolve, and bold action to protect our planet and build a more just 

future for all Americans. 

So far, Congress has passed important legislation to respond to the pandemic, invest in our 

small businesses, support working families, and increase our testing capacity. But these 

bills, while critical, remain incomplete. Our nation and our cities need our representatives in 

Washington D.C. to move forward with a bold and innovative recovery package that takes 

direct, strategic steps to lift up our most vulnerable residents and communities. 

We need that kind of approach to continue managing the fallout from COVID-19 – much the same way we 
focus on equity and fairness in our work to tackle the climate crisis.

Climate Mayors – a  bipartisan network of over 450 U.S. mayors – is playing a leading role 

to preserve our environment, create good-paying green jobs, invest in clean air, clean water, 

and clean energy, and uphold the goals of the Paris Agreement at the local level. This 

commitment remains steadfast even in these times of turbulence and turmoil, and we will 

continue to prioritize policies and programs that help build for a better, more sustainable 

tomorrow. 

As elected officials weigh the responses that incentivize a just, equitable, and sustainable 

economic recovery from this crisis, leaders in Congress should look no further than the 

recommendations from Climate Mayors attached to this letter. We lay out the core building 

blocks of a healthy, dynamic, fair economy founded on a level playing field – emphasizing 

innovation and infrastructure, lower energy costs, greater access to clean energy, and 

increased investment in public transit. We possess one of the greatest opportunities for 

economic growth and the reduction of greenhouse gases our generation has ever seen – 

and we have to seize it.

Cities across America have long demonstrated that economic growth and environmental 

stewardship go hand in hand – and now, our federal government can show the world that 

investments in a zero-carbon economy are investments in the future of our workforce, the 

well-being of generations, and the resilience of our infrastructure and public spaces. This 

moment demands that we accelerate our efforts to drive ambitious, systemic change.

Times of crisis can lead to confusion, or clarity. We Climate Mayors are expressing to our 

congressional leadership a shared clarity that we must tackle these crises together based 

on the following principles:
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bills, while critical, remain incomplete. Our nation and our cities need our representatives in 

Washington D.C. to move forward with a bold and innovative recovery package that takes 

direct, strategic steps to lift up our most vulnerable residents and communities. 

We need that kind of approach to continue managing the fallout from COVID-19 – much the same way we 
focus on equity and fairness in our work to tackle the climate crisis.

Climate Mayors – a  bipartisan network of over 450 U.S. mayors – is playing a leading role 

to preserve our environment, create good-paying green jobs, invest in clean air, clean water, 

and clean energy, and uphold the goals of the Paris Agreement at the local level. This 

commitment remains steadfast even in these times of turbulence and turmoil, and we will 

continue to prioritize policies and programs that help build for a better, more sustainable 

tomorrow. 

As elected officials weigh the responses that incentivize a just, equitable, and sustainable 

economic recovery from this crisis, leaders in Congress should look no further than the 

recommendations from Climate Mayors attached to this letter. We lay out the core building 

blocks of a healthy, dynamic, fair economy founded on a level playing field – emphasizing 

innovation and infrastructure, lower energy costs, greater access to clean energy, and 

increased investment in public transit. We possess one of the greatest opportunities for 

economic growth and the reduction of greenhouse gases our generation has ever seen – 

and we have to seize it.

Cities across America have long demonstrated that economic growth and environmental 

stewardship go hand in hand – and now, our federal government can show the world that 

investments in a zero-carbon economy are investments in the future of our workforce, the 

well-being of generations, and the resilience of our infrastructure and public spaces. This 

moment demands that we accelerate our efforts to drive ambitious, systemic change.

Times of crisis can lead to confusion, or clarity. We Climate Mayors are expressing to our 

congressional leadership a shared clarity that we must tackle these crises together based 

on the following principles:

BUILD FOR A BETTER FUTURE  Returning to the status quo is not sufficient in meeting 
the challenges of climate change and inequities in our society. We must increase 
our resolve and ambition to reinvest in America’s communities.

LEAD WITH EQUITY  Federal investments in our municipalities must prioritize those 
communities who have been left behind, and frontline communities and people of 
color who have been disproportionately impacted by the effects of climate 
change and COVID-19. 

PRIORITIZE MULTIPLE BENEFITS  The best investments will create jobs, strengthen 
community cohesion and resilience, and improve health outcomes in our cities 
and towns.
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Cities throughout the United States are under tremendous pressure. In the face of the 

immediate crises – as well as the omnipresent threat of climate change – we encourage 

Congress to look to our local governments and communities to find meaningful solutions to 

these shared challenges. If fully funded, effectively implemented, and flexible enough to 

adapt locally, the policies highlighted in the Annex attached will have a lasting impact on our 

ability to meet the scope and scale of the challenges before us.

Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations. We look forward to working 

with you to build a better future behind a clear vision for protecting the environment and 

making our economy work for everyone.

Respectfully,

MAYOR SYLVESTER TURNER
HOUSTON, TX
CLIMATE MAYORS CO-CHAIR

MAYOR MARTIN J. WALSH
BOSTON, MA
CLIMATE MAYORS CO-CHAIR

MAYOR ERIC GARCETTI
LOS ANGELES, CA
CLIMATE MAYORS CHAIR
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MAYOR KATE GALLEGO
PHOENIX, AZ

MAYOR RON NIRENBERG
SAN ANTONIO, TX

MAYOR BILL PEDUTO
PITTSBURGH, PA

MAYOR JANE CASTOR
TAMPA, FL 

MAYOR MELVIN CARTER
SAINT PAUL, MN

MAYOR JAMES HOVLAND
EDINA, MN

MAYOR KIRK CALDWELL
HONOLULU, HI

MAYOR LATOYA CANTRELL
NEW ORLEANS, LA

MAYOR LUCY VINIS
EUGENE, OR

MAYOR GREG FISCHER
LOUISVILLE, KY

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
NEW YORK CITY, NY

MAYOR LIONELD JORDAN
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

MAYOR SATYA RHODES-CONWAY
MADISON, WI

MAYOR BUDDY DYER
ORLANDO, FL

MAYOR TIM KELLER
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

MAYOR MICHAEL CAHILL
BEVERLY, MA 

MAYOR MICHAEL HANCOCK
CITY OF DENVER, CO

MAYOR ETHAN BERKOWITZ
ANCHORAGE, AK

MAYOR JAMES BRAINARD
CARMEL, IN

MAYOR FRANK COWNIE
DES MOINES, IA

MAYOR STEVE ADLER
AUSTIN, TX

MAYOR ERIC JOHNSON
DALLAS, TX

MAYOR MIKE DUGGAN
DETROIT, MI 
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MAYOR CHRIS MEHL
BOZEMAN, MT

MAYOR EMILY BEACH 
BURLINGAME, CA

MAYOR BOB HOOG
CAPE CANAVERAL, FL

MAYOR ERIC MAMULA
BRECKENRIDGE, CO

MAYOR MIRO WEINBERGER
BURLINGTON, VT

MAYOR ALBERT ROBLES
CARSON, CA

MAYOR TERRY O’CONNELL
BRISBANE, CA

MAYOR SUMBUL SIDDIQUI
CAMBRIDGE, MA

MAYOR PAM HEMMINGER
CHAPEL HILL, NC

MAYOR TORRE
ASPEN, CO

MAYOR LEE KYRIACOU
BEACON, NY

MAYOR LAUREN MCLEAN
BOISE, ID

MAYOR KEISHA BOTTOMS
ATLANTA, GA

MAYOR DENNY DOYLE
BEAVERTON, OR

MAYOR SAM WEAVER
BOULDER, CO

MAYOR BERNARD YOUNG
BALTIMORE, MD

ONEMAYOR JESSE ARREGUÍN
BERKELEY, CA

MAYOR STEVEN B. GRANT
BOYNTON BEACH, FL 

MAYOR KATHY SHEEHAN
ALBANY, NY

MAYOR GARY GOOSMAN
AMESVILLE, OH

MAYOR MICHAEL WINKLER
ARCATA, CA

MAYOR JUSTIN WILSON
ALEXANDRIA, VA

MAYOR TERENCE ROBERTS
ANDERSON, SCWO

MAYOR NANCY KABOOLIAN
ARDSLEY, NY

MAYOR JEANNE SORG
AMBLER, PA 

MAYOR CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR
ANN ARBOR, MI

MAYOR ESTHER MANHEIMER
ASHEVILLE, NC
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MAYOR DAVID G. HAUBERT
DUBLIN, CA

MAYOR JULIE WARD BUJALSKI
DUNEDIN, FL 

MAYOR CHRISTIAN PATZ
EMERYVILLE, CA

MAYOR ROY D. BUOL
DUBUQUE, IA 

MAYOR NICKOLE NESBY
DUQUESNE, PA

MAYOR JOE SCHEMBER
ERIE, PA 

MAYOR EMILY LARSON
DULUTH, MN

MAYOR RON CASE
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN

MAYOR STEVE HAGERTY
EVANSTON, IL

MAYOR STEPHEN K. BENJAMIN
COLUMBIA, SC

MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN
CORTLAND, NY

MAYOR TIM MEERBOTT
CUTLER BAY, FL 

MAYOR ANDREW GINTHER
COLUMBUS, OH 

MAYOR BIFF TRABER
CORVALLIS, OR

MAYOR NAN WHALEY
DAYTON, OH

MAYOR ELLEN TILLAPAUGH
COOPERSTOWN, NY 

MAYOR MARY SALAS
CHULA VISTA, CA

MAYOR VINCENT ROSSILLO
DOBBS FERRY, NY 

MAYOR JOHN TECKLENBURG
CHARLESTON, SC

MAYOR JOHN CRANLEY
CINCINNATI, OH

MAYOR LOUIS SARBONE
COCONUT CREEK, FL 

MAYOR VI LYLES
CHARLOTTE, NC

MAYOR LARRY SCHROEDER
CLAREMONT, CA

MAYOR PATRICK L. WOJAHN
COLLEGE PARK, MD

MAYOR LORI LIGHTFOOT
CHICAGO, IL

MAYOR CHARLENE LOVETT
CLAREMONT, NH

MAYOR BRIAN TREECE
COLUMBIA, MO



MEMBERSHIP

MAYOR BOB PAUL
HUNTINGTON WOODS, MI

MAYOR DEREK DOBIES
JACKSON, MI

MAYOR DEREK KAWAKAMI
KAUA'I, HI

MAYOR SERGE DEDINA
IMPERIAL BEACH, CA

MAYOR CHOKWE A. LUMUMBA
JACKSON, MS

MAYOR JOSE ALVAREZ
KISSIMMEE, FL

MAYOR JOE HOGSETT
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

MAYOR STEVEN M. FULOP
JERSEY CITY, NJ

MAYOR INDYA KINCANNON
KNOXVILLE, TN 

MAYOR PAULA PEROTTE
GOLETA, CA 

MAYOR JOY COOPER
HALLANDALE BEACH, FL 

MAYOR BARBARA HALLIDAY
HAYWARD, CA

MAYOR ROSALYNN BLISS
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

MAYOR NICOLA ARMACOST
HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY

MAYOR RAVINDER BHALLA
HOBOKEN, NJ

MAYOR KARYLINN ECHOLS
GRESHAM, OR

MAYOR HARRY KIM
HAWAIII, HI

MAYOR ALEX MORSE
HOLYOKE, MA 

MAYOR COLLEEN MAHR
FANWOOD, NJ

MAYOR YVONNE M. SPICER
FRAMINGHAM, MA 

MAYOR TOM HENRY
FORT WAYNE, IN

MAYOR MELANIE PIANA
FERNDALE, MI

MAYOR LILY MEI
FREMONT, CA

MAYOR LEEMAN KESSLER
GAMBIER, OH 

MAYOR CORAL EVANS
FLAGSTAFF, AZ

MAYOR WADE TROXELL
FORT COLLINS, CO 

MAYOR JEROME PRINCE
GARY, IN



WWW.CLIMATEMAYORS.ORG

MEMBERSHIP

[ CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE ]

MAYOR BENJAMIN FLORSHEIM
MIDDLETOWN, CT 

MAYOR WAYNE M. MESSAM
MIRAMAR, FL 

MAYOR ARLENE BURNS
MOSIER, OR

MAYOR MARK GAMBA
MILWAUKIE, OR 

MAYOR EMILY NIEHAUS
MOAB, UT

MAYOR JENNIFER GREGERSON
MUKILTEO, WA

MAYOR JACOB FREY
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

MAYOR ANNE WATSON
MONTPELIER, VT

MAYOR JOHN COOPER
NASHVILLE, TN 

MAYOR RICHARD MONTGOMERY
MANHATTAN BEACH, CA

MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN
MEDFORD, MA

MAYOR FRANCIS SUAREZ
MIAMI, FL

SUPERVISOR/MAYOR RICHARD PARETE
MARBLETOWN, NY 

MAYOR PAUL BRODEUR
MELROSE, MA

MAYOR DAN GELBER
MIAMI BEACH, FL

MAYOR MICHAEL VICTORINO
MAUI, HI

MAYOR JIM STRICKLAND
MEMPHIS, TN

MAYOR GURDIP BRAR
MIDDLETON, WI 

MAYOR ANDREW HOSMER
LACONIA, NH

MAYOR ANDY SCHOR
LANSING, MI

MAYOR THEODORE BECKER
LEWES, DE

MAYOR ADAM PAUL
LAKEWOOD, CO

MAYOR KEN MIYAGISHIMA
LAS CRUCES, NM

MAYOR BRIAN BAGLEY
LONGMONT, CO

MAYOR DANENE SORACE
LANCASTER, PA

MAYOR CRAIG A. MOE
LAUREL, MD

MAYOR ROBERT GARCIA
LONG BEACH, CA
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MAYOR KIM NORTON
ROCHESTER, MN 

MAYOR MIKE FOURNIER
ROYAL OAK, MI

MAYOR ERIN MENDENHALL
SALT LAKE CITY, UT

MAYOR CAROLINE MCCARLEY
ROCHESTER, NH

MAYOR DARRELL STEINBERG
SACRAMENTO, CA

MAYOR LONDON BREED
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

MAYOR LOVELY WARREN
ROCHESTER, NY 

MAYOR KIMBERLY DRISCOLL
SALEM, MA

MAYOR SAM LICCARDO
SAN JOSE, CA

MAYOR ANDY BEERMAN
PARK CITY, UT

MAYOR KURT METZGER
PLEASANT RIDGE, MI

MAYOR CORY MASON
RACINE, WI

MAYOR JIM KENNEY
PHILADELPHIA, PA 

MAYOR TED WHEELER
PORTLAND, OR

MAYOR TOM BUTT
RICHMOND, CA

MAYOR LINDA TYER
PITTSFIELD, MA

MAYOR JORGE O. ELORZA
PROVIDENCE, RI

MAYOR LEVAR STONEY
RICHMOND, VA

MAYOR KRISTOPHER LARSEN
NEDERLAND, CO 

MAYOR RUTHANNE FULLER
NEWTON, MA

MAYOR MEREDITH LEIGHTY
NORTHGLENN, CO 

MAYOR RAS BARAKA
NEWARK, NJ

MAYOR JON MITCHELL
NEW BEDFORD, MA

MAYOR LIBBY SCHAAF
OAKLAND, CA

MAYOR DONNA HOLADAY
NEWBURYPORT, MA 

MAYOR DAVID NARKEWICZ
NORTHAMPTON, MA

MAYOR CHERYL SELBY
OLYMPIA, WA
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MAYOR THOMAS W. FROMM
SWEDESBORO, NJ

MAYOR DREW FIXELL
TARRYTOWN, NY

MAYOR PATRICK J. FUREY
TORRANCE, CA 

MAYOR VICTORIA WOODARDS
TACOMA, WA

MAYOR DELANIE YOUNG
TELLURIDE, CO

MAYOR REGINA ROMERO
TUCSON, AZ

MAYOR JOHN E. DAILEY
TALLAHASSEE, FL 

MAYOR  COREY WOODS
TEMPE, AZ

MAYOR DAVE CHAPIN
VAIL, CO

MAYOR GEORGE VAN DUSEN
SKOKIE, IL

MAYOR SALLY PHILIPSTT
SOUTH MIAMI, FL 

MAYOR LYDA KREWSON
ST. LOUIS, MO 

MAYOR SCOTT SAUNDERS
SMITHVILLE, TX 

MAYOR RONALD FILIPPELLI
STATE COLLEGE, PA

MAYOR RICK KRISEMAN
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

MAYOR JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
SOMERVILLE, MA

MAYOR MICHAEL TUBBS
STOCKTON, CA

MAYOR MICHAEL J. RYAN
SUNRISE, FL 

MAYOR PAULINE CUTTER
SAN LEANDRO, CA

MAYOR MIGUEL PULIDO
SANTA ANA, CA

MAYOR MEG KELLY
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY

MAYOR HEIDI HARMON
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA

MAYOR JUSTIN CUMMINGS
SANTA CRUZ, CA 

MAYOR VAN JOHNSON
SAVANNAH, GA

MAYOR GARY PHILLIPS
SAN RAFAEL, CA

MAYOR KEVIN MCKEOWN
SANTA MONICA, CA 

MAYOR JENNY DURKAN
SEATTLE, WA
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MAYOR LOIS RICHARDSON
YPSILANTI, MI 

MAYOR JACK MCEVOY
VERONA, NJ

MAYOR RUSS AXELROD
WEST LINN, OR

MAYOR DANIEL CORONA
WEST WENDOVER, NV

MAYOR MURIEL BOWSER
WASHINGTON, DC

MAYOR LINDSEY P. HORVATH
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 

MAYOR THOMAS ROACH
WHITE PLAINS, NY 

MAYOR REBECCA J. GARCIA
WATSONVILLE, CA

MAYOR KEITH JAMES
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 

MAYOR BRIAN SAGER
WOODSTOCK, IL
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Increase tree canopy and urban green space to enhance equity, climate mitigation and adaptation, and to 
minimize the urban heat island effect and energy demand for cooling.

    • Success Story: The District of Columbia’s Urban Tree Canopy Plan set a goal of covering 40% of the 
District with a healthy tree canopy by 2032. The District estimates that its canopy cover would capture and 
store enough carbon equivalent to 105,000 cars on the road, while providing much needed shade, air 
quality, and job opportunity improvements to local communities.

Catalyze projects that meet specific climate, resilience, and equity criteria through an infrastructure bank 
and/or green infrastructure bonds to enable cities to better leverage private investment and make much 
needed investments in existing and new infrastructure.

    • Success Story: The City of Orlando, Florida established its own revolving loan fund by issuing a $17.5 
million green bond to undertake municipal energy efficiency projects. To date, the City has invested-in and 
retrofitted 56 of its most energy intensive buildings, saving over $2 million per year to both pay back the 
bond and reinvest back into the fund.12

Build and expand upon local workforce training programs geared toward clean technology, and designing them 
in collaboration with local jurisdictions, unions, community-based organizations, and other relevant industry 
stakeholders to ensure a newly trained workforce meets the needs of the local economy.

    • Success Story: Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice – the oldest environmental justice 
organization in Michigan – runs the Future Build program, which provides training in solar installation, 
residential and commercial construction, and lead abatement, and actively helps to match property 
owners with those trained.7

02.  FOCUS ON THE FUTURE OF ENERGY, TRANSPORTATION, AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Prioritize programs which support clean, sustainable transit to meet the needs of essential workers and offset 
significant budget shortfalls, especially in light of the extraordinary pressure these systems are under. Notably, 
transit ensures that 30% of essential workers get to their jobs, and transit workers themselves are on the front 
line of the COVID-19 pandemic.8

    • Success Story: Indianapolis, Indiana received a $25 million Capital Investment Grant from the Federal 
Transit Authority and has used it to connect its central business district with communities including the 
University of Indianapolis and running through the densest parts of the city, within a quarter mile of more 
than 50,000 residents and nearly 150,000 jobs.9 

Expand programs and policies in support of building decarbonization; increased manufacturing and adoption 
of electric vehicles (EVs) and EV infrastructure; and the deployment of renewable energy, as well as grid 
modernization and carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS) technologies allowing cities to aggressively 
reduce emissions and pollution related to health problems. 

    • Success Story: Hundreds of cities have been ramping up their efforts to transition to EVs, including 
Charlotte, NC and Austin, TX, who have been steadily increasing the number of EVs in their municipal 
fleets through their participation in the Climate Mayors EV Purchasing Collaborative.  To date, over 3200 
EVs have been purchased through the Collaborative.10

    • Success Story: Cities throughout the country, including Blacksburg, VA, Boise, ID, Columbia, SC, and 
Fayetteville, AR, are taking concrete steps to accelerate the transition to clean energy and have committed 
to achieving 100% renewable energy goals. Since 2015, over 150 U.S. local governments have made 
renewable energy deals representing over 8,280 MW in renewables transactions.11

01.  INVEST IN FAMILIES, INNOVATION, AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Reauthorize and expand the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program to enable cities 
to invest in programs and technologies that reduce energy costs and increase sustainability.1 

    • Success Story: Cincinnati, Ohio used its EECBG funds to achieve $1.1 million in annual energy savings to 
the city, while laying the groundwork for the Green Cincinnati Plan that aims to achieve 100% renewable 
energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.2

Increase capacity for programs like the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP), Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) to reduce energy costs, improve health, and increase resilience, 
especially in low- and moderate-income communities. A recent report by the Department of Energy (DOE) 
noted that every $1 invested in weatherization yields over $4 in energy and non-energy benefits.3 In addition, 
every $1 spent on hazard mitigation can save the nation $6 in future disaster costs.4

    • Success Story: Denver Housing Authority renovated 2,500 homes over two years, resulting in annual 
savings of 2,200 MWh of electricity, 194,000 therms of natural gas, and 20 million gallons of water.5

    • Success Story: After Hurricane Harvey, Houston increased building code regulations to require that all 
new and redeveloped structures be elevated higher than required by the previous code. As a result, each 
newly developed or redeveloped home has the potential to save upward of $50,000 in rebuilding costs 
from potential future flooding.  

Invest in recycling infrastructure as cities experience significant increases in waste management costs with no 
local recycling markets to support landfill diversion.

    • Success Story: Cities like Austin, Texas set ambitious targets for reducing waste and increasing reuse and 
recycling, with a 90% reduction in landfill materials and zero waste by 2040 through measures like a 
universal recycling ordinance that requires properties to provide recycling to tenants and employees.6

Climate Mayors across the United States support the following programs and tools that will aid in a just, 
equitable and resilient economic recovery, and prioritize the health and wellbeing of Americans, put people 
back to work, and create cleaner, more livable communities. This list is indicative only.

ANNEX

1 http://www.usmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/0227-report-eecbgsurvey.pdf 
2  https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/citywide-efforts/climate-protection-green-cincinnati-plan 
3 https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/07/f64/WAP-Fact-Sheet-2019.pdf
4 https://www.nibs.org/news/381874/National-Institute-of-Building-Sciences-Issues-New-Report-on-the-Value-of-Mitigation.htm
5 https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/EQ/CEP/Denver-Housing-Authority-Case-Study.pdf
6 https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool/zero-waste-case-study-austin 
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Increase tree canopy and urban green space to enhance equity, climate mitigation and adaptation, and to 
minimize the urban heat island effect and energy demand for cooling.

    • Success Story: The District of Columbia’s Urban Tree Canopy Plan set a goal of covering 40% of the 
District with a healthy tree canopy by 2032. The District estimates that its canopy cover would capture and 
store enough carbon equivalent to 105,000 cars on the road, while providing much needed shade, air 
quality, and job opportunity improvements to local communities.

Catalyze projects that meet specific climate, resilience, and equity criteria through an infrastructure bank 
and/or green infrastructure bonds to enable cities to better leverage private investment and make much 
needed investments in existing and new infrastructure.

    • Success Story: The City of Orlando, Florida established its own revolving loan fund by issuing a $17.5 
million green bond to undertake municipal energy efficiency projects. To date, the City has invested-in and 
retrofitted 56 of its most energy intensive buildings, saving over $2 million per year to both pay back the 
bond and reinvest back into the fund.12

Build and expand upon local workforce training programs geared toward clean technology, and designing them 
in collaboration with local jurisdictions, unions, community-based organizations, and other relevant industry 
stakeholders to ensure a newly trained workforce meets the needs of the local economy.

    • Success Story: Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice – the oldest environmental justice 
organization in Michigan – runs the Future Build program, which provides training in solar installation, 
residential and commercial construction, and lead abatement, and actively helps to match property 
owners with those trained.7

02.  FOCUS ON THE FUTURE OF ENERGY, TRANSPORTATION, AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Prioritize programs which support clean, sustainable transit to meet the needs of essential workers and offset 
significant budget shortfalls, especially in light of the extraordinary pressure these systems are under. Notably, 
transit ensures that 30% of essential workers get to their jobs, and transit workers themselves are on the front 
line of the COVID-19 pandemic.8

    • Success Story: Indianapolis, Indiana received a $25 million Capital Investment Grant from the Federal 
Transit Authority and has used it to connect its central business district with communities including the 
University of Indianapolis and running through the densest parts of the city, within a quarter mile of more 
than 50,000 residents and nearly 150,000 jobs.9 

Expand programs and policies in support of building decarbonization; increased manufacturing and adoption 
of electric vehicles (EVs) and EV infrastructure; and the deployment of renewable energy, as well as grid 
modernization and carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS) technologies allowing cities to aggressively 
reduce emissions and pollution related to health problems. 

    • Success Story: Hundreds of cities have been ramping up their efforts to transition to EVs, including 
Charlotte, NC and Austin, TX, who have been steadily increasing the number of EVs in their municipal 
fleets through their participation in the Climate Mayors EV Purchasing Collaborative.  To date, over 3200 
EVs have been purchased through the Collaborative.10

    • Success Story: Cities throughout the country, including Blacksburg, VA, Boise, ID, Columbia, SC, and 
Fayetteville, AR, are taking concrete steps to accelerate the transition to clean energy and have committed 
to achieving 100% renewable energy goals. Since 2015, over 150 U.S. local governments have made 
renewable energy deals representing over 8,280 MW in renewables transactions.11

01.  INVEST IN FAMILIES, INNOVATION, AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Reauthorize and expand the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program to enable cities 
to invest in programs and technologies that reduce energy costs and increase sustainability.1 

    • Success Story: Cincinnati, Ohio used its EECBG funds to achieve $1.1 million in annual energy savings to 
the city, while laying the groundwork for the Green Cincinnati Plan that aims to achieve 100% renewable 
energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.2

Increase capacity for programs like the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP), Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) to reduce energy costs, improve health, and increase resilience, 
especially in low- and moderate-income communities. A recent report by the Department of Energy (DOE) 
noted that every $1 invested in weatherization yields over $4 in energy and non-energy benefits.3 In addition, 
every $1 spent on hazard mitigation can save the nation $6 in future disaster costs.4

    • Success Story: Denver Housing Authority renovated 2,500 homes over two years, resulting in annual 
savings of 2,200 MWh of electricity, 194,000 therms of natural gas, and 20 million gallons of water.5

    • Success Story: After Hurricane Harvey, Houston increased building code regulations to require that all 
new and redeveloped structures be elevated higher than required by the previous code. As a result, each 
newly developed or redeveloped home has the potential to save upward of $50,000 in rebuilding costs 
from potential future flooding.  

Invest in recycling infrastructure as cities experience significant increases in waste management costs with no 
local recycling markets to support landfill diversion.

    • Success Story: Cities like Austin, Texas set ambitious targets for reducing waste and increasing reuse and 
recycling, with a 90% reduction in landfill materials and zero waste by 2040 through measures like a 
universal recycling ordinance that requires properties to provide recycling to tenants and employees.6

7 https://detroitenvironmentaljustice.org/futurebuild/
8 https://smartgrowthamerica.org/app/uploads/2020/04/SGA-T4A-Lessons-from-the-2009-Stimulus.pdf
9 https://www.indygo.net/red-line/ 
10 https://driveevfleets.org/what-is-the-collaborative/
11 https://cityrenewables.org/transaction-tracker/
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minimize the urban heat island effect and energy demand for cooling.
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Build and expand upon local workforce training programs geared toward clean technology, and designing them 
in collaboration with local jurisdictions, unions, community-based organizations, and other relevant industry 
stakeholders to ensure a newly trained workforce meets the needs of the local economy.

    • Success Story: Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice – the oldest environmental justice 
organization in Michigan – runs the Future Build program, which provides training in solar installation, 
residential and commercial construction, and lead abatement, and actively helps to match property 
owners with those trained.7
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Prioritize programs which support clean, sustainable transit to meet the needs of essential workers and offset 
significant budget shortfalls, especially in light of the extraordinary pressure these systems are under. Notably, 
transit ensures that 30% of essential workers get to their jobs, and transit workers themselves are on the front 
line of the COVID-19 pandemic.8

    • Success Story: Indianapolis, Indiana received a $25 million Capital Investment Grant from the Federal 
Transit Authority and has used it to connect its central business district with communities including the 
University of Indianapolis and running through the densest parts of the city, within a quarter mile of more 
than 50,000 residents and nearly 150,000 jobs.9 

Expand programs and policies in support of building decarbonization; increased manufacturing and adoption 
of electric vehicles (EVs) and EV infrastructure; and the deployment of renewable energy, as well as grid 
modernization and carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS) technologies allowing cities to aggressively 
reduce emissions and pollution related to health problems. 

    • Success Story: Hundreds of cities have been ramping up their efforts to transition to EVs, including 
Charlotte, NC and Austin, TX, who have been steadily increasing the number of EVs in their municipal 
fleets through their participation in the Climate Mayors EV Purchasing Collaborative.  To date, over 3200 
EVs have been purchased through the Collaborative.10

    • Success Story: Cities throughout the country, including Blacksburg, VA, Boise, ID, Columbia, SC, and 
Fayetteville, AR, are taking concrete steps to accelerate the transition to clean energy and have committed 
to achieving 100% renewable energy goals. Since 2015, over 150 U.S. local governments have made 
renewable energy deals representing over 8,280 MW in renewables transactions.11
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Reauthorize and expand the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program to enable cities 
to invest in programs and technologies that reduce energy costs and increase sustainability.1 

    • Success Story: Cincinnati, Ohio used its EECBG funds to achieve $1.1 million in annual energy savings to 
the city, while laying the groundwork for the Green Cincinnati Plan that aims to achieve 100% renewable 
energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.2

Increase capacity for programs like the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP), Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) to reduce energy costs, improve health, and increase resilience, 
especially in low- and moderate-income communities. A recent report by the Department of Energy (DOE) 
noted that every $1 invested in weatherization yields over $4 in energy and non-energy benefits.3 In addition, 
every $1 spent on hazard mitigation can save the nation $6 in future disaster costs.4

    • Success Story: Denver Housing Authority renovated 2,500 homes over two years, resulting in annual 
savings of 2,200 MWh of electricity, 194,000 therms of natural gas, and 20 million gallons of water.5

    • Success Story: After Hurricane Harvey, Houston increased building code regulations to require that all 
new and redeveloped structures be elevated higher than required by the previous code. As a result, each 
newly developed or redeveloped home has the potential to save upward of $50,000 in rebuilding costs 
from potential future flooding.  

Invest in recycling infrastructure as cities experience significant increases in waste management costs with no 
local recycling markets to support landfill diversion.

    • Success Story: Cities like Austin, Texas set ambitious targets for reducing waste and increasing reuse and 
recycling, with a 90% reduction in landfill materials and zero waste by 2040 through measures like a 
universal recycling ordinance that requires properties to provide recycling to tenants and employees.6

12 https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/partners/orlando-fl
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